
ONTARIO BEEF FARMS AND THE ENVIRONMENT
The facts on the positive impacts of beef farming

Ontario beef is not only produced sustainably, it can even have a positive impact on our environment. 
Beef cattle in Ontario spend the first part of their lives on pasture, and then they often spend a few 
months in feedlot barns where resources are used as efficiently as 
possible to reduce beef’s environmental footprint. This combination 
of pasture and feedlot, which is typical in Ontario, combines the 
resource efficiency of feedlot barns with the immense environmental 
benefits that come from pasture and other forms of tame grasslands.

Whether they are in a barn or on pasture, beef cattle’s diet
always includes grass, forages and hay (which is dried grass). 
Beef production goes hand-in-hand with tame grasslands like 
pastures and hayfields, which provide wildlife habitat, carbon storage, soil heath benefits, and more 
ecosystem benefits. The symbiotic relationship between grasslands and cattle has a measurable impact 
on the environment and the well-being of people. 
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GRASSLAND BIRDS
57% reduction in grassland birds in Canada since 1970
This includes species at risk in Ontario that depend on 
grasslands managed by beef farmers:

•   77% decline in Bobolink birds
•   62% decline in Eastern Meadowlark birds
•   Hayfields & pastureland provide surrogate
      habitats for endangered bird species
•   More beef farming leads to more habitat
     for endangered grassland birds

ONTARIO HAS... 
•   6,760 beef farms

•   Over 896,000 beef cattle

•   2 million dedicated acres 
     to pastures and hayfields

13 out of 18 bumblebee species in Ontario 
are in decline. Grasslands provide proven
habitats for nesting and overwintering.



4 WAYS WE’RE LOOKING OUT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

WATER 
Every kg of beef produced in Canada uses around 1,150 litres, which is 17% less than 30 
years ago. And most importantly, most of the water used comes directly from rainfall and is 
recycled via the land.

SOIL
Pasture and hayfields have permanent root systems and provide ground cover, which 
helps filter nutrients and reduce soil erosion. 

GREENHOUSE GASES
While most greenhouse gases in beef production come from methane produced in 
cattle’s gastrointestinal tract, these methane emissions are partially offset by grasslands.
Innovations in feed, cattle management and other farming practices are also helping us 
reduce methane emissions. 

CLIMATE CHANGE
Grasslands help mitigate climate change by sequestering and storing carbon mainly in the 
soil, with a slower turnover of carbon below ground. This leads to positive accumulation of 
organic matter. 

The grasslands in Ontario provide many vital environmental benefits, including habitats for grassland 
birds and pollinators and through their role as carbon sinks. By protecting the grasslands, Ontario beef 
farmers are protecting the environment. 

THE BENEFITS OF GRASSLANDS
Ontario has lost over 4,300 km2 of 
grasslands to encroachment from urban 
development – that’s just under the 
size of Prince Edward Island! When 
we lose grasslands, we lose wildlife 
and pollinator habitat, carbon storage, 
biodiversity, and benefits to soil and 
water quality. 

Ontario’s beef farmers manage the 
majority of our province’s tame grass-
lands, and they work hard to protect 
this important natural ecosystem 
while producing high-quality local beef. 
Beef farming in Ontario is helping 
to reverse the trend of disappearing 
grasslands.

In Canada, over 
1,000 plants, 

animal and insect 
species call beef 
farm grasslands 

their home. 

Visit ontbeef.ca/environment for sources, videos and more.


